USA-HOICH IRRIGATION, INC.

402-896-5899

WINTER/COLD WEATHER DRAINAGE PROCEDURE

At USA-Hoich Irrigation, Inc. it is our goal that you own a useful, trouble-free system.  We offer winterizing services that must be performed before freezing conditions occur to prevent freeze damage.  In some instances, you may want to water late into the year or begin early in the spring.  Below are some recommended steps to accomplish that, as well as the steps for shutting down the system for the winter.  The steps and diagram used are for most systems installed by USA-Hoich Irrigation, Inc.  You may have to adapt these steps for your system.  USA-Hoich Irrigation, Inc. can not be responsible for freeze damage before your system has been shut down for the winter.  We also cannot be responsible for water getting back into your system after it has been winterized.

SECTION A:

Follow the directions in this section to drain the part of the system that is exposed to outdoor temperatures.  This step is be done at times of the year when the days are warm and watering is desired, but nights are cold enough that freezing may occur.  

  
Step 1:
Shut off main water supply to the sprinkler system.  (Valve A)

Step 2:
On exterior of building, open drain (Valve B) and open both test cocks (Valves C & D).

Step 3:
If large valves (Valves F & G) on the backflo preventer are ball valves with levers, move the levers to a 45 degree position.

Step 4:
Inside the house – open drain (Valve E)  (Place bucket under drain)

Step 5:
Allow sprinkler controller to cycle by activating the ‘manual start’ button or otherwise activating the ‘semi-automatic’ or ‘manual’ mode.  (See your controller instructions.)

Step 6:
Leave inside drain (Valve E) open until you are ready to use the system again, then close inside drain (Valve E). 

SECTION B:  TO REACTIVATE


Step 1:
Close all drain valves (Valves B, C, D, & E).

Step 2:
Open both large valves on backflo preventer (Valves F & G).


Step 3:
Open main water supply to sprinkler system (Valve A).


Step 4:
Operate controller
SECTION C:  PREPARE SYSTEM FOR WINTER


OPTION 1:


Step 1:
Follow steps 1 – 6 in Section A.

Step 2:
Call USA-Hoich Irrigation, Inc. to winterize your system by forcing the water out of the system with compressed air.

Step 3:
Valve E in the house must be closed while we winterize the system, then re-opened and left open for the winter.

Step 4:
DO NOT open water supply valve (Valve A) until all danger of freezing is past.


OPTION 2:


Step 1:
Shut off main water supply to sprinkler system (Valve A).


Step 2:
Call USA-Irrigation, Inc. for specific day to winterize system.


Step 3:
Close Valve E in the basement the day of winterization.

Step 4:
After system has been serviced outside, open inside drain (Valve E), allow water to empty, then leave valve open for the winter.  This process will allow your sprinkler to be winterized while you are away and without having anyone in your home.  You may, for example, do Step 1 and Step 3 before going to work, and do step 4 after returning home.


Step 5:
To reactivate, see Section B.


The simplest and safest way to accomplish winterizing is by following Section C, Option 2 early in the fall.  The lawn will not need watering late in the fall, during the winter, or too early in the spring.  The grass is dormant, and the ground  may be frozen, preventing the water from soaking in.  

Thank you.

Jim Peters & Rod Bell 
President and Vice-President

USA-Hoich Irrigation, Inc.


